PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – October 14th
Return to School/Covid-19
We are very much looking forward to having students back on site over the next few weeks.
The staggered return of classes means teachers will be delivering a hybrid system of on site and remote learning
for several weeks until we all return to school. This is difficult for teachers to plan and deliver, but I have been
amazed at the way they have taken on this task.
The staggered return has led to a huge amount of work at school with Jacque Clement devising multiple timetables
to take into account the changed conditions. Jacque is a crossword and sudoku fan – but these timetables have
stretched her to the max!
Tanya Burton is sending home information via Compass today that will outline many of the procedures that will
take place over the coming weeks.
Yesterday Tanya, Jacque and I took part in a webinar for principal class where a large amount of time was spent on
how to deal with a Covid infection at school. Principals have a checklist of protocols to follow and there is a
dedicated team of case workers to guide principals through the process. Already many schools in our area have
had to notify DET about Covid infections in the community. We will be diligent in our adherence to these protocols.
Once an infection is notified a number of options are possible depending on where, when and for how long an
infectious person has been on site. I feel very supported by DET in this area. Let’s hope that together as a
community we can remain vigilant and minimise any possible spread.
I am extremely conscious that although nearly every staff member is already vaccinated and others are about to
receive their vaccination, and any other personnel who come on site will be vaccinated, we have a cohort of 5 to
12-year-old students who not yet able to be vaccinated – and this concerns me greatly. An article in the news today
reported that TGA approval for under 12 vaccinations was imminent- I know this news will be a great relief to many
parents who want to immunise their children straight away.
It is our responsibility to ensure all who can be vaccinated are vaccinated as soon as possible. We will thus ensure
that those people, who for genuine medical reasons are unable to be vaccinated, or who will not be eligible (e.g., 0
–5-year-old children) are protected by those who can receive one of the vaccines.
At school we will continue with enhanced cleaning, ventilation (doors and windows open in classrooms and offices)
staff members will continue to be dispersed throughout the school, meetings will be via WebEx and mask wearing
for adults is mandatory both inside and outside.
Of course, everyone by now will have been informed that school children from Years 3 to 6 will be mandated to
wear masks and those from Prep to Year 2 are strongly recommended to wear masks.
It is my intention to make sure this mandate is adhered to strictly.
For those who are sceptical about the efficacy of mask wearing, I draw you attention to the following information
from the Queensland Health Department website:

Proven real-world effectiveness
Since the first COVID-19 outbreak in January 2020, many international studies have been conducted on the
efficacy of mask-wearing. We've touched on three below, but you can read further on some of these
studies here.
•

In early 2020, the United States Navy experienced a COVID-19 outbreak aboard an aircraft
carrier with 382 service members aboard in close living quarters and working environments. Through
the use of face masks onboard, each member’s risk of contracting COVID-19 was reduced by 70%.

•

A study conducted in Bangkok interviewed more than 1,000 people on mask-wearing as part of the
contact tracing process. This study found that those who wore a mask reduced their risk of acquiring
COVID-19 by 77%, compared with those who did not wear masks.

•

A United States cross-sectional survey was conducted across a range of countries with mask policies to
investigate the mortality rate per-capita. The results from the 374,021 survey respondents found that a
mere 10% increase in mask-wearing tripled the chances of stopping transmission within the community.

Side-effects of wearing a mask
If you are an individual without illness or disability, there are no significant adverse health effects of wearing a
mask.
A recent study reported no change in either oxygen or carbon dioxide levels during mask wearing in a restful
or active state.
A recent study reported no change in either oxygen or carbon dioxide levels during mask wearing in a restful
or active state.
The article below was published in ‘The Age’ October 11th, 2021. It was written by Jeremy Howard, distinguished
research scientist at the University of San Francisco and makes for very interesting reading with strong evidence
supporting mask wearing in school classrooms: ‘
Victorian kids from Year 3 will be required to wear masks at school, and masks are “strongly recommended” for
younger children. While this is going to take an adjustment to get used to, it is worth doing. It’s true that severe
illness is far less likely than in adults, but if unchecked there could be millions of infected Australian children, over

10,000 kids in hospital, and far more with debilitating “long COVID”.

Of course, kids can also transfer COVID to others in their household, who may be much more vulnerable than they
are. Keeping infections low at school is essential, including simply to keep schools open.

Recently I returned home to Australia after living in San Francisco, where masks are mandatory at schools for
children aged two and over. The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends masks for all schoolchildren. At first,
many San Francisco parents I spoke with were concerned that this wouldn’t be workable. But already, after just a
few months, it’s become totally normal.

The results have been stunning: in San Francisco schools there have been only seven cases of transmission this year.
Contrast that to England, where last week 270,000 schoolchildren were infected. Of those, around 1 per cent may
be hospitalised, with far more developing long COVID that make day to day life hard to cope with. Over 10,000
English children have had symptoms for over a year. Of course, it’s not just about masks, but they are a critical part
of the recipe for success.

In reaction to the masks announcement we’ve heard the same discredited criticisms made a year ago– criticisms
that have been debunked many times. Masks are just as effective for children as adults. Masks do not make it hard
for children to breathe. Children really can wear masks – 90 per cent compliance was measured in North Carolina.

For children with specific needs or disabilities that prevent the wearing of masks, this won’t be required. It is about

taking a child centred and common-sense approach.

In Australia, we have experience with new clothing requirements: “No hat, no play”. We know children can deal with
change. We’ve seen how children are often more adaptable than their parents. They learn to wear shoes and socks,
eat vegetables, and use the toilet. Masks are no different.

Like with all rules at school, there will be some children who don’t comply. That’s OK – learning to follow rules is
part of school life.

Vaccinating parents and teachers won’t be enough on its own. Vaccination reduces transmission by around 50-70
per cent, with effectiveness better soon after immunisation, but waning over the ensuing months. Vaccinations are
coming to children under 12 soon. Why wouldn’t we do what we can to keep them safe until they can get
vaccinated?
Epidemiologists know that in an unprotected, unvaccinated population, such as primary schoolers, nearly everyone
will get infected eventually. Seventy-five per cent of schoolkids may get infected in three months in the absence of
vaccines and masks. It would be a tragedy if we needlessly let that happen in Australia when vaccine availability is
just around the corner early next year.

Even with high vaccination coverage, and even more so before then, there is no one “fix-all” for COVID-19, multiple
controls need to be used in parallel.

As the UK shows us, COVID will burn like wildfire through this cohort at school without strong control measures.
And the simplest, most effective control is a mask.’
Jeremy Howard is a distinguished research scientist at the University of San Francisco, and a member of OzSAGE.

Ashley Ryan,
Principal

Quote of the Week
“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” ― Helen Keller

Word of the Week
Perseverance (noun) persistence in doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving success.

Calendar
October
Monday 18th

Start of staggered return to school
School Council Meeting (6:30pm)

November
Tuesday 2nd

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Friday 5th

All students return on site full time

Monday 15th

School Council Meeting (6:30pm)

December
Thursday 2nd—Friday 3rd Grade 3 Camp

Tuesday 7th

Year 7 Orientation Day

Monday 13th

School Council Meeting (6:30pm)

Friday 17th

End of Term 4 (1:30pm dismissal)

Achieving excellence together!

Extracurricular Activities (on hold until further notice)
We have various tutors and organisations who provide private tuition and programs before, during or after school.
New programs are advertised via flyers or in the community news section of the newsletter. Enrolment forms are
available at the office or directly from the program organiser.

Name
Lala Music
Jill Scholfield
Violin Program

Program
Music lessons and band for
grade 3 - 6
Piano
Violin

Guitar Stars

Guitar

Olivia
Jill
Trent
Gerome

Contact
0419 131 868
lalamusic2@yahoo.com.au
0401 972 664
0413 207 689
trentbunston@gmail.com
0433 994 112
guitarstars@outlook.com

Chess-ed

Chess

Nick Speck

Bricks 4 kidz

Coding using Lego bricks

Derick Chong

Digimaker

Computer Coding Club

Kelly Sports

Multi-Sports & Basketball

Slamin Tennis

Tennis

Sporty Stars

Dance, Soccer, Basketball

Team Kids

Out of school hours care

Gary Hoskin

Vicky

9387 4503
info@chesseducation.com.au
www.chesseducation.com.au
0402 945 599
hychong@bricks4kidz.com
info@digimaker.com.au
http://www.digimaker.com.au
gary@kellysports.com.au
kellysports.com.au/events
0403 129 648
https://slamin.com.au/
0422 043 853
info@sportystars.com.au
1300 035 000
https://teamkids.com.au/

Choir
•
•

Junior Choir (Prep—Grade 2) meet in the music room at lunch time on Thursday
Senior Choir (Grade 3—6) meet at lunch time on Monday

2nd Hand Uniforms
Contact Ida on 0402 091 010 to arrange an appointment.

Canteen
Lunch orders are available Wednesday to Friday. Orders can be placed in advance and need to be in by 9:00am for
same day processing. To place an order download the Qkr! App. Click here for instructions on how to download
and use Qkr!

Community News

Community News

Click
here

