
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – February 5th 

Welcome Welcome Back to School for 2021 

It was lovely to see all of our Prep to Year 6 students back at school last week - it was an amazing start 

with all classes settling down very quickly on their first day.  

 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions last year, we were unable to run our normal prep orientation program, so the first four 

days of school this year were used instead as an orientation program – and it worked very well! Yesterday all our 

preps started with their new classmates and teacher. I spent some time with the preps yesterday morning and they 

had settled in beautifully. Thank you to our prep team, led by Sophia Goh – the team has done a fabulous job in 

welcoming our new students! 

 

I extend a very special welcome to all our new prep students and others new students throughout the school, and 

also to their families. This morning our PFA has organised a special welcome morning tea for our new prep families 

– thank you to Grace Roy our PFA President. The atmosphere at the morning tea was wonderful and welcoming. 

 

As all of our new families will soon find out Birralee is a very community-minded school and I am sure that they too, 

will feel very much part of our close community in the near future.   

 

Our student enrolment stands at 612 this year– we have two new classes: one in Year 5 and one in Year 6, to cater 

for the growth we have once again experienced, bringing our total number of classrooms to 27. 

 

Covid-19 

Please understand Covid-19 restrictions are still in place. Our students continue to practise good hand hygiene and 

our cleaning schedule still remains at a higher level than normal. 

Masks must be worn by adults when visiting the office. All staff members as a result of the tennis hotel quarantine 

infection are now following stricter rules as of Wednesday morning, all are now wearing masks when inside. Please 

continue to assist the community by following all Covid-19 safety procedures. We still need to be vigilant. 

Team Kids 

Last year the contract for out of school hours came up for renewal. Three companies made presentations to school 

council. At the end of the process there was a program that stood head and shoulders above the other – Team Kids.  

Our decision to award the contract to Team Kids has proven to be the right one. The set up and displays are very 

pleasing and inviting. Ryan, the Director of Service, has a warm and engaging personality, and there are many 

special offerings for students attending the before School and After School programs such as: art classes, sports 

clubs, STEM clubs, makerspace, cooking classes, construction and even an optional ‘Homework Club’. 



Even if you don’t plan on sending your child to Team Kids, please go onto the site and register. This 

means that should you be unexpectedly held up at work or for some other reason can’t make it to school 

on time, you can let us know at school and we will ensure your child goes to Team Kids until you arrive. 

The atmosphere at the program is fabulous and so I know the children will have a great time. Please go 

onto the Team Kids website to see the program – you may just find your child would like to attend on a 

STEM night or cooking night etc. 

Team Kids will also run a curriculum day care program when we have pupil free days. 

Click on the following link to register and learn more about Team Kids. https://teamkids.com.au/ 

as of Wednesday morning, all are now wearing masks when inside. Please continue to assist the community. 

 

Communications 

All of our communications are electronic via Compass. If you know of parents who have not yet 

downloaded the Compass App, please show them how to do so, to ensure they receive up to date 

communication from the school. If you have problems logging in, please call the school office for 

assistance. It is vital that notifications and communications from school are read by all parents. 

 

Parent- Teacher Exchange 

This will take place during the afternoon of Wednesday 24th February from 12:00pm. Parents will be able 

to choose a timeslot themselves via the Compass app. This function will not be available until next week. 

A notification will go home shortly via Compass informing parents as to how the process will work.  At 

these interviews the teachers will of course, let you know how your child is settling etc. but the primary 

function of this exchange is for parents to inform the teacher about their child. We believe this early 

meeting is a valuable source of information which assists the teacher in the classroom. 

These interviews will (at this stage) be on site, but there will be other options available. 

 

Curriculum Day/ Parent-Teacher Exchange 

Our first Pupil Free Curriculum Day will take place on Wednesday the 24th February. In the morning all 

staff will take part in professional development. The afternoon will be used to run our parent teacher 

interviews. 

I have spoken with Ryan, our Team Kids Director of Service, and Team Kids will provide Curriculum Day 
Care for students whose parents are working and are unable to make other arrangements. Bookings can 
be made via the Team Kids website: https://teamkids.com.au/ 
 

 

https://teamkids.com.au/
https://teamkids.com.au/


Extracurricular Activities during School Hours 

At Birralee we place great store on providing a high quality, focussed education for our students - Literacy 

and Numeracy, of course, are central to academic performance. Time on task, and consistency of practice, 

are vital to ensure students achieve their best outcomes. Studies have repeatedly shown that the amount 

of time spent learning a particular subject, plus the veracity and fidelity in the way programs are 

delivered, are paramount in achieving good outcomes. 

From time to time we are asked by parents to give permission for their child to leave school to take part 

in an activity during school hours. Whilst a one off activity is usually fine, we do have concerns about 

regular removal from school. 

If a child is removed on a weekly basis during a morning session this means in reality that the child may 

miss 20% of their literacy or maths lessons – and the research is clear – this percentage of missing school 

does have a negative impact. If in the afternoon he or she will also regularly miss a particular subject. This 

is very likely to have a negative impact on progress in those subjects too. Parents who choose to enrol 

their children in programs requiring removal during school hours must understand this is not an ideal 

situation for academic progress and the decision to do so, may have an undesirable impact. The school is 

not able to supply make-up lessons. 

Whilst this is a decision parents will have to make for their child, our advice is to recommend against 

regular weekly removal during school hours. 

We advise parents to schedule any extracurricular activities no earlier than 4:00pm so that students are 

able to complete their regular school day. 

Staffing changes for 2021 

We have four new staff members to welcome to Birralee this year. New to the school are teachers: 

Erin Green 

Lauren Ho 

Shana Nastas 

Marianthi Papastergiadis 

These new classroom teachers and one of our existing teachers, Ela Fornalska, completed a very intensive 

10 day Spalding (our explicit language program) professional development course during their summer 

vacation. This will ensure that we have a uniformity of teaching practice and knowledge across the school 

for our Spalding-based literacy program which has been central to the outstanding results attained here 

at Birralee. The new teachers will be mentored throughout the year by experienced practitioners of 

Spalding. We are fortunate to have developed a strong culture of learning among and between staff 

members at Birralee. The central focus is to improve teaching practice, thus ensuring student learning 

outcomes are maximised. 



Our staffing for 2021 is as follows: 

Administration 

Principal:    Ashley Ryan 

Assistant Principal:  Jacqueline Clement 

Assistant Principal:  Tanya Burton 

Office Manager:   Deb Moore 

Office Assistant:   Pam Dodson 

 

Foundation classes (Green Pod main building) 

PG:  Sophia Goh (Team Leader)  

PM:  Laura Malloch 

PP:  Marianthi Papastergiadis  

PV:  Lalita Vijendran (STEM Learning Specialist)  

 

Grade 1 classes (North Building, Library Complex) 

1BL: Natalie Lorigan (Team Leader) & Katie Burke  

1H: Jacinta Hollings & Erin Green 

1L: Nick Lee 

1N: Michelle Nolan  

 

Grade 2 classes (Portable buildings located between library and playing field) 

2B: Clinton Bowe (Team leader)  

2G: Laura Greene 

2N: Sara Naidoo (Peer Observation and Mentoring Learning Specialist) 

2P: Ileana Psarakis 

 

Year 3 classes (Two rooms by hall, & two rooms in Orange Pod by Computer Room)) 

3M: Kristen Manderson (Team Leader)  

3S: Steve Hall  

3Mc: Jacinta McClean  

3T: Emma Thomson 

 

Year 4 classes (portable buildings along eastern & southern boundary) 

4S: Angelique Abdulovski (Team Leader)  

4B: Anna Cho 

4S: Kate Salzmann  

4W: Carol Wulfsohn  



Year 5 classes (portable building southern boundary) 

5H: Eloise Heppner (Team Leader) 

5B: Bella Braddy  

5M: Jacqueline Maltezos (Data and Assessment Leading Teacher) 

5N: Shana Nastas 

 

Year 6 classes (portable buildings on southern boundary) 

6E: Eloise Heppner (Team Leader)  

6W: Zac Wilson  

6OG: Katherine Oswin & Erin Green 

 

Specialist Programs 

Art: Carmela Licastro (Specialists Team Leader) & Katie Burke 

P.E: Deb Richards & Katie Lang 

Mandarin: Wendy Lin  

Music: John Leever  

EAL: Ela Fornalska 

 

Library: Cherie Hicks 

Maintenance: Shane Jackson 

Yard/Maintenance Assistant: Michael Manatakis 

Aides 

Josephine Calvert-Jackson 

Maisie Barry 

Dom Chong 

Danielle Croyden 

Kim Dagher 

Carolyn Degetto 

Sima Ebrahimikhalsari 

Di Di Simone 

Kim Harrington 

Catrin Morrison 

Wendy Bignami 

Kerri Piva 

Dima Syle 

Amanda Weston 



Building Works  

Our new 5Mod General Purpose Classroom (GPC) which will house year 6 students was installed during 

January and was handed over to the school just prior to the start of the year. There are a few minor 

details still to be finished off such as landscaping, however the job is essentially complete. This classroom 

abuts the staff car park along the southern boundary. 

There will be further concreting works during the next holiday period to link the year 5 & Year 6 
classrooms, as well as installing a path from the asphalt driveway above the playground, to the Year 5 
classrooms. Both of these projects will improve access and safety during wet weather. 

Uniform 

Please ensure that your children are wearing our correct school uniform. Our sports tops are required for 

Physical Education and sports practice. Your child will be doing P.E. or sport on specific days – if you are 

unsure which day that is please check with your child’s teacher. Please note that footwear allowed under 

the school dress code for everyday wear is: black school shoes or black runners (no other colours 

permitted) for everyday use. If your child needs to wear specific sports shoes for physical education or 

sport, please pack those shoes into their bag for your child to change into and out of, for those sessions. 

Please note that all students should have Birralee school bags. 

Please Note: It is vital that all items are labelled with the child’s name. 

School Start Time  

We start school at 8:50am each morning. Thank you to the vast majority of students who are punctual. It 

very important for us to establish a routine in the 10 minutes prior to 9:00am, so that all classroom 

preparation of desks, books, handing in of notices etc. is completed before 9:00am. When the bell rings 

the expectation is that the roll is taken and then instruction begins. Latecomers miss out on that 

instruction and disrupt the learning of others. 

There are however students who are too early to school. We would like students to arrive from 8:30am 

onwards, no earlier as there is no supervision in the yard until 8:30am. Students who need arrive earlier 

must attend Before School Care. 

Our timetable is as follows: 

8:47am:   Bell rings for line-up 

8:50am   Students enter classroom, roll marked, preparation time 

9:00am to 10:40am  2x 50minute teaching sessions 

10:40am to 11:10am  Recess 

11:10am to 12:50pm  2x 50minute teaching sessions 

12:50pm to 1:00pm  Eat lunch inside 

1:00pm to 1:50pm  Lunch Play 

1:50pm to 3:30pm  2x 50minute teaching sessions 



School Leadership Roles 

Our 2021 Year 6 leadership role presentations, including SRC representatives, School Captains, House 

Captains, Music Leaders, Visual Arts Leaders, Environmental Leaders, Language Leaders, Library Leaders, 

STEM Leaders and Sports Captains will take place at our Friday afternoon assembly next week.  

 

Parking 

Please note that the indented parking bay area in front of the school is for drop off only. Drivers are not 

permitted to park for longer than two minutes in this area nor are they permitted to be more than 2 

metres from their vehicle.  

Parents have been fined by ticket inspectors previously and I have been informed by Manningham Council 

that traffic inspectors will be targeting schools. 

If you want to bring your child into the school grounds, please park in the other streets around the school 

where the parking restriction does not apply. Please also remember that we need to remain on good 

terms with our neighbours, make sure that driveways remain clear.  

Our Active travel program encourages parents to drop off their children and for children to walk along 

designated routes that are marked by decals along the pavement. Children who walk to school really 

enjoy the fresh air, exercise and social activity when meeting up with friends along the way – and our 

traffic at the front of school is reduced as a bonus! Please check our website for details of the routes 

available. 

Newsletter 

Our newsletter is put online each Thursday or Friday. Please make sure you pass the word to other 

parents to download the Birralee Compass App to receive communications from school. 

Class and Area Newsletters 

These newsletters are a vital means of communication for events and activities at your child’s area. These 

will be posted online. Newsletters from grades are generally once per term but there may be extra 

communications for certain special events. Make sure you download the Compass App. (yes, this is the 

third time I have asked for the Compass App to be downloaded!) 

School Council Elections 

Each year elections are held usually in February or early March for roughly half the school council 

positions. A notice for elections will be sent home next week. Please take the time to read the 

information regarding school council – it is a wonderful opportunity to be involved in your child’s school. 

 

http://www.birralee.vic.edu.au/community.php?id=36


Hats 

Children are required to wear hats when outside when the UV rating is predicted to go above 3. It is 

strongly recommended that students bring their own supply of sunscreen and also wear sunglasses when 

outside at recess and lunchtimes. Students who do not have hats will be restricted to the area by the art 

room on the steps under the covered deck. 

Calendar 

Already our calendar is filling up – please make sure you note forthcoming events which are always 

outlined in the diary section of the newsletter and also in the calendar on the website. 

Ashley Ryan, 

Principal 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Quote of the Week  

“You don’t have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step.” Martin Luther 

King Jnr. 

Word of the Week 

Zephyr (noun) a gentle, mild breeze 

 

 Achieving excellence together! 



Book Club 

Book Club is a service from Scholastic Books where 2 issues per term are given out to students so they can pur-
chase books for home. A percentage of sales goes to the school so we can purchase more books or resources for 
the library and classrooms. A catalogue should be coming home in your child's bag this week sometime. If you'd 
like to order something, you can send the order form back to school in an envelope with cash (order form in the 
catalogue) or you can download the LOOP app on your phone/tablet/computer and order online. Delivery is free 
and the books are sent to school.  
Cherie Hicks 

Librarian 

Uniform and Dress Code Policy 

Our Uniform Policy has been updated and can be accessed here. All students are expected to wear approved 
school uniform. This includes use of the approved school bag. If you have any questions please contact the office. 

Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and 
sporting activities. If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Cen-
trelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible.  
If you would like to apply please contact the school office and ask for an application form.   

Parental Consent  

You may notice that you have events awaiting consent on Compass. We use this facility to obtain consent for your 
child to attend excursions and other activities. We will also be using this facility for other issues that require con-
sent such as local excursions and photo consent . You will be notified when an event requires action by you. To 
give consent either click on the yellow box on your Compass dashboard or follow the link in the notification. If you 
have any questions please contact the office or your friendly class rep. 

School Nurse 
Cathy Pataki is a visiting primary school nurse from the Department of Education and Training. She will be attend-
ing the school in March 2021 to conduct the Prep grade health assessments, and to see other children as request-
ed by parents or teachers (with parents’ consent).  
The purpose of the visit is to provide all children in their first year of primary school with the opportunity to have a 
health assessment; to link children, families and school communities to services available in the community; and 
to provide information and advice that promotes health and wellbeing. 

Parents of students (other than Prep students) who wish their child to be seen by the school nurse need to com-
plete a Referral Form that is available at the school office. This completed Referral Form needs to be returned to 
the school office by 12th February 2021.  

Swim Carnival 
What a great day for all our Grade 4-6 students at our annual Swim Carnival yesterday. Students were given the 
opportunity to complete swim races to accrue points for their house and perhaps earn a place to represent the 
school at the upcoming District Swimming event. The waterslides, games and inflatables added an extra layer of 
fun for everyone to enjoy some pool time with friends. A very big thank you to the wonderful parents who came 
along to assist with timing, recording and marshalling the races – we just can’t run an event like this without par-
ent help. Well done to all students who competed in their events, including those who accepted the challenge to 
take part in the freestyle and medley relays. Everyone provided fantastic support for their teams with lots of 
chanting and cheering from the stands. A special congratulations to the overall winning house – Resolution! Ad-
venture came in second place followed by Endeavour in third place and then Discovery. Students who placed in 
their events will receive ribbons in the coming weeks. They will also find out next week if they qualify to attend 
District Swimming which will be held on Friday 19th February.  
Great job, Birralee! 

Deb Richards 
Physical Education Teacher 

http://www.birralee.vic.edu.au/get_document.php?doc_id=360


Calendar 

February 

 Monday 15th   School Council Meeting (6:30pm) 

 Thursday 18th  Grade 1 Excursion 

 Wednesday 24th  Curriculum Day (pupil free day) 

     Parent Teacher Interviews      

March 

 Monday 8th   Labour Day Public Holiday  

 Friday 12th    Grade 5 Excursion 

     Grade 6 Excursion 

 Monday 15th   School Council Meeting (6:30pm)  

 Friday 26th     Grade 5 Excursion  

April 

 Thursday 1st   End of Term 1 (2:30pm dismissal) 

 Monday 19th   Start of Term 2 

June 

 Friday 25th    End of Term 2 (2:30pm dismissal) 

July  

 Monday 12th   Start of Term 3 

September  

 Friday 17th   End of Term3 (2:30pm dismissal) 

October  

 Monday 4th   Start  of Term 4  

December 

 Friday 17th    End of Term 4 (1:30pm dismissal) 

  



Extracurricular Activities 
We have various tutors and organisations who provide private tuition and programs before, during or after school. 

New programs are advertised via flyers or in the community news section of the newsletter. Enrolment forms are 

available at the office or directly from the program organiser. 

 

 

 Choir 
 Junior Choir (Prep—Grade 2) meet at lunch time on Thursday 

 Senior Choir (Grade 3—6) meet at lunch time on Monday 

Name Program Contact 

Lala Music Music lessons and band for 

grade 3 - 6 

Olivia 0419 131 868 

lalamusic2@yahoo.com.au 

Jill Scholfield Piano Jill 0401 972 664 

Violin Program Violin Trent 
0413 207 689  
trentbunston@gmail.com 

Guitar Stars Guitar Gerome  0433 994 112 

guitarstars@outlook.com 

Chess-ed Chess Nick Speck 9387 4503 
info@chesseducation.com.au 
www.chesseducation.com.au 

Bricks 4 kidz Coding using Lego bricks Derick Chong 0402 945 599 
hychong@bricks4kidz.com 

Digimaker Computer Coding Club 

  
info@digimaker.com.au 
http://www.digimaker.com.au 

Kelly  Sports Multi-Sports & Basketball Gary Hoskin gary@kellysports.com.au 
kellysports.com.au/events 

Slamin Tennis Tennis 

Vicky 

0403 129 648 

https://slamin.com.au/ 

Sporty Stars Dance, Soccer, Basketball 

  
0422 043 853 
info@sportystars.com.au 

Team Kids Out of school hours care 

  
1300 035 000 
https://teamkids.com.au/ 
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Community News 

 Click Here to play  

 

https://vimeo.com/502446209
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Www.digimaker.com.au/enrol 

http://www.digimaker.com.au/enrol
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