PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – August 22nd 2019
Enrolments

Friday 23rd August
Dress Up Day
Monday 26th August
Grade 2 Excursion
Wednesday 28th August
Prep Excursion
Monday 9th September
District Athletics
Wednesday 11th September
SRC Footy Day
Wednesday 18th & Thursday 19th
September
School Production
Friday 20th September
SRC Pyjama Day
End of Term 3 2:30pm dismissal
Monday 7th October
Start of Term 4
Monday 25th – Friday 29th Nov
Grade 5/6 Camp
Tuesday 3rd December
Senior Soiree
Thursday 5th – Friday 6th
December
Grade 3 Camp
Wednesday 11th December
Carols evening

As most parents are by now aware, all schools now have strict neighbourhood
zones. Due to this zoning we have turned away many people who have
contacted us by phone e.g. children living in Blackburn or Bulleen. We have
also declined a number of enrolment applications we have received due to the
out of zone address being too far from Birralee. We also have an enrolment
cap placed on the school. Had that cap, nor the zoning not been in place over
the past few years, we could easily have had an enrolment approaching 700
right now rather than our current 536.
It is imperative that we know how many Prep enrolments we will receive next
year. Only this week we received a sibling enrolment for Prep of which we
were unaware.
If you have a younger child who will be starting school with us, please bring
the enrolment in ASAP – preferably tomorrow. We have accepted 74 Prep
enrolments for 2020 so far. It is my intention to enroll no more than 80
students in Prep for next year. Once those places are filled I may not be able to
accept siblings.

School Review
The first of our School Review days was last Thursday. The day began at
8:30am and after some preliminary introductions the panel looked in detail at
the schools performance in student achievement, wellbeing, engagement and
productivity over the past 4 years of the current School Strategic plan.
Present for the morning session were:
 Core Panelists - School Reviewer, Olwen Horton, Acting SEIL, Eva
McMaster (currently Principal at Doncaster SC), School Council
President, Lisa Lavery, Principal, Ashley Ryan
 Assistant Principals, Jacqueline Clement and Tanya Burton
 Challenge Partners – Marianne Lee, Principal Koonung SC, Lena Clark,
Principal Donvale PS.
 Learning Specialists – Sara Naidoo, Lalita Vijendran
 Numeracy Leader - Clinton Bowe
 Literacy Leader - Caitlin Prescott

Quote of the Week
“I will not allow yesterday's success to lull me into today's complacency, for
this is the great foundation of failure.”
Og Mandino (1923-1996)
Word of the Week
Paltry (adjective) – worthless, petty, (of an amount) very small or meagre,
trivial

The conversations around the data were very stimulating and thought provoking. Reviewer Olwyn Horton is
extremely insightful and kept the team on track and focused throughout the day. The input from Marianne Lee, Lena
Clark and Eva McMaster was invaluable. Having our staff members on hand to put context behind data was
essential.
As the day progressed it became evident there were areas upon which we need to focus. Terms of reference were
framed to assist us to challenge and appreciate practice throughout the school. Once the terms of reference were
established, the panel then formulated a series of questions to be used on the August 30 th Field Work Day to test the
terms of reference questions.
The terms of reference questions are:
1. How can the school further activate student voice and agency in their learning?
2. To what extent are data and assessment used to inform planning, teaching and learning to meet each
learner’s point of need?
3. How can the school further build capacity to improve teaching practice and student learning outcomes?
On the Field Work Day, Olwen Horton and Eva McMaster will spend the day interviewing the following groups of
parents, students and teachers:
 A group of parents (not school councillors)
 Leadership Team Members
 A Teaching Team (e.g. Year 1s, Year 4s etc.)
 Teachers new to school in 2019
 Learning Specialists
 Numeracy Leader
 Literacy Leader
 Year 4 - 6 girls
 Year 4 – 6 boys
 Regular class teachers
Whilst the review process is extremely detailed and involved (and at times exhausting!) it is a wonderful opportunity
to engage in a forensic look at what really is happening in our school. The outcome will enable us to make changes
and improve practice(s) with the express purpose of improving opportunities and outcomes for students in
achievement, wellbeing and engagement.
Team Sports
We have a huge number of students involved in sports after school and at weekends. The sports are many and
varied – football, netball, basketball, hockey, swimming squads, and badminton – just to name a few. A number of
basketball teams train at school and compete as Birralee teams. In this day and age of electronic devices it is
wonderful knowing that so many of our students are engaging in physical activities such as these.
Children learn a great deal by being part of a team. Teamwork, is an integral part of daily life in a wide variety of
settings so being part of a sports team directly benefits children’s development. We also need to remember that
sport at this level needs to be fun. Being part of a team, relying on others, the feeling you get when you know you’ve
tried hard, the skills you learn, the friendships you make are, in my opinion, very much the main benefits when
compared to winning as the main goal. Whilst winning is great when it happens, it should be treated as a bonus and
not as the solitary reason for playing. If you only play to win you may suffer frequent disappointment. If you play for
the reasons I listed above, then you’re bound to get much more out of your game - and life in general!
Using Mobile Phones when Driving
We continue to have parents at drop off and pick up using mobile phones, which is extremely disappointing and
tremendously dangerous. It would appear that a number of parents are either ignorant of the road rules or choose
to wilfully ignore them.
For those who are unaware of the rules according to mobile phone use in cars, I have copied the following advice
from the RACV website which explains precisely what is and is not allowed:

Can I use my phone when driving?
Fully licensed drivers can use a phone for making or receiving audio calls, using the audio/music function or as a GPS
if the phone is:
 secured in a commercially designed holder fixed to the vehicle, or
 can be operated hands-free.
Even if you’re stuck in traffic or waiting at a red light, you can’t touch your phone to text, email, check social
media or use the phone in any other way while you’re on the road. If you need to hold your mobile, you need to be
legally parked or off the road. (See rule 300 of the Victorian Road Safety Road Rules 2017.)
What do I need to do to ensure my vehicle is parked?
You must stop at a place where you can legally stop and leave the vehicle without it being a hazard. Our advice is to
make sure the vehicle is in park with the hand brake (park brake/emergency brake) on. If your vehicle is legally
parked the key to the vehicle may remain located in its ignition lock and the engine of the vehicle may continue to
run.
Can learner and probationary drivers use a mobile phone on the road?
If you’re on your L or P plates, you can’t use a mobile phone for any purpose while on the road. You’ll need to be
legally parked or off the road to be able to use your phone.
Can I touch my phone if it’s in a commercial holder?
You can only touch your phone while it’s in the holder to make or receive an audio call, for GPS navigation, or to
listen to music. The holder must be commercially designed and intended for use in a vehicle.
Can I use a wireless hands-free device, or an earpiece connected to a device via a cord?
You can use a wireless device or any other hands-free device (including earbuds or headphones connected via a
cord) to make or receive audio calls, listen to music or as a GPS. However, you need to make sure you aren’t holding
the device in your hand or touching the phone. You can’t rest a phone or music device on any part of your body
while driving.
Keeping your eyes on the road is essential for safe driving. But when you look at your phone, you’re oblivious to
what’s around you. In fact, at 50km per hour, even a 2 second glance at your phone means you’ll travel up to 28
metres blind. What will you miss? Perhaps one of our students stepping in front of your car!
What you can do to avoid distracted driving?
 Install the ‘do not disturb’ function on your phone.
 Put your phone out of reach such as in the glovebox or car boot.
 Turn your phone on silent, or turn it off completely when driving.
 As a passenger, speak up and encourage others to be safe.
How mobile phones distract
 Physical distraction caused by handling your phone, such as removing your hand from the steering wheel.
 Visual distraction caused by the amount of time you have your eyes off the road.
 Cognitive distraction caused by lapses in attention and judgement. This happens when you have to perform
two mental tasks at the same time.
A glance at your phone takes approximately 2 seconds and the average person’s reaction time to an event is 1.8
seconds which is factored into the probability of a crash and the severity of injury from a crash. This means nearly
four seconds can pass before the average ‘distracted’ driver can react.
The table below shows how far you travel at different speeds when you take your eyes off the road for just two
seconds:
Travel Speed
Distraction Time
Distance Travelled (metres)
40 km/h
2 seconds
22.22
50 km/h
2 seconds
27.78
60 km/h
2 seconds
33.33
80 km/h
2 seconds
44.44
100 km/h
2 seconds
55.56
Let’s all work together towards zero deaths and serious injuries on our roads.

Ashley Ryan
Principal

Assembly
Junior School assembly will be taking place this week. Assembly starts at 2:40pm in the hall. All welcome to attend.

Play is the Way Award Winners
3M:
3MC:
3S:
3H:
4A:
4S:
4B:
4W:
5P:
5O:
6E:
6W:
Art:
Mandarin:
Choir:
P.E.:
Library:

Lakshmi & Ashleigh
Maddy & Eason
Samuel & Angela
Leah & Sophia
Jonathan & Elizabeth
Alexander K
Ethan Q
Kaylin
Xander
Parham & Jean
Tamzid & Anika
Evangelos (4S)
Neena (6W) & Ethan (6E)
Harshi (50)
Arash (5P)
Cathy (4A)

Golden Platypus:
House Award:

4S
Resolution

Book Week Dress Up
Friday 23rd August is Dress up Day. Come as your favourite book character. The parade will be held on the basketball
court at 9:00am

District Athletics
District Athletics will be held on Monday 9th September at Tom Kelly Athletics Track in Doncaster for selected
Grades 3-6 students. Selections are based on the results at our House Athletics Carnival earlier this year. If your child
is invited to attend, you will receive information via Compass next week with all the details.
Deb Richards
Physical Education Teacher

Fathers Day Celebration
Could all orders please be returned by tomorrow, Friday August 23rd. Order form attached.
This will be an evening of fun activities and spit roasts.
 Friday 30th August
 6pm – 8pm
 Birralee basketball area
Any mum’s willing to help on the evening please sign up here: https://signup.com/go/QUVAesj
There will be a cost of $20 for volunteer’s meals and this can be paid at the office.

Final Parent Payment now due
All outstanding fees are due in August. Payment can be made via




Cash or Cheque
Direct Deposit to BSB: 063 210 Account: 10022649 (Please quote student name as reference)
BPAY. These details can be found on your invoice or by contacting the office on 9848 4996

Battery Recycling
Your kids might’ve told you that there are some bins living in their classroom. These bins are from Battery World! In
them, you can place all the batteries you own that don’t work anymore. Clock batteries, watch batteries, phone
batteries, and any other battery if they fit. If you do bring any larger batteries like laptop batteries then you can
bring them to the front office and they’ll do the rest. Battery World’s purpose for giving us these bins is so we can
start recycling batteries instead of letting them land in landfill. Many batteries contain lithium, which when exposed
to water, catches on fire or explodes & if it catches on fire you can’t put it out. So, if you don’t want fires in landfill
which cannot be put out, then you should ask your kids to put batteries into these battery bins.
Thank you
The Grade 6 Environment Team 

Entertainment Books
Entertainment Books for 2019/2020 are now available. We have a sample book in the office if you’d like to see
what’s available. Books can be ordered via www.entbook.com.au/1890w64
See the flyer in our Community News for more information.

Recycling Oral Care Waste 2019
In an effort to look after our planet and environment, our school is again participating in the recycling program run
by Colgate, Chemist Warehouse and TerraCycle called the 'Colgate Community Garden Challenge'.

We are currently in second place out of all schools participating in Australia!
There are five community garden sets up for grabs, each worth over $7,000! Each community garden set includes:
 Three garden beds
 Two custom-made benches
 One rubbish bin
 One paddle sign
 One $500 Bunnings Warehouse gift voucher to buy gardening supplies
Collect oral care waste such as toothpaste tubes, toothbrushes, floss packets and containers, toothbrushes
packaging etc. The recycling box is located at the school office.
Every piece of oral care waste collected will count towards our total Garden Points. The more waste we collect as a
school community, the more chances we have to win!
You can also increase our points by voting online for our school at:
https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/brigades/colgategarden

