PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – August 9th 2019
Mobile Phone Use by Drivers

Wednesday 14th August
Grade 4 Excursion
19th – 23rd August
Book Week
Friday 23rd August
Dress Up Day
Monday 26th August
Grade 2 Excursion
Wednesday 28th August
Prep Excursion
Monday 9th September
District Athletics
Wednesday 18th & Thursday 19th
September
School Production
Friday 20th September
End of Term 3 2:30pm dismissal
Monday 7th October
Start of Term 4
Monday 25th – Friday 29th Nov
Grade 5/6 Camp
Tuesday 3rd December
Senior Soiree
Thursday 5th – Friday 6th
December
Grade 3 Camp
Wednesday 11th December
Carols evening

I have become increasingly concerned at the use of hand held mobile phones
by drivers in Heyington Avenue. Research shows multi-tasking is a fallacy and if
a phone is being used by a driver then attention is not being given to the road.
Mobiles phones have been implicated in many accidents – some tragic. I
sincerely hope we have no-one hit by a car due to mobile phone use. It is
police practice now after an accident to take the mobile phone of the driver to
find whether or not the phone was in use at the time of the accident. The
current fine for simply holding (don’t even have to be using) a mobile phone is
$480 with the loss of 6 demerit points. If someone is injured or killed, further
charges which may result in gaol time are probable. I have contacted
Nunawading Traffic branch to report my concerns. It is likely an officer will be
sent out to monitor the situation and issue infringement notices to drivers who
use mobile phones whilst driving.

Parent Opinion Survey – due Sunday
A number of parents will have been selected by random to complete this
year’s Parent Opinion Survey. The information we receive from this survey is
taken very seriously by the school and by DET. Indeed, the results from this
survey are used to gauge how the school is performing in some areas as part of
our full school review which we are undertaking at present.
A number of parents are yet to complete this survey and we would urge you
to do so as soon as possible, so that we can have reliable representative data
from which to gain information and insight. Letters were sent home yesterday
to as a reminder. As an incentive, your child will receive a bouncy ball from the
office once the survey is completed online.

School Review
The school’s Pre-Review Self Evaluation against the previous Strategic Plan has
been completed and we have submitted all policy documentation to enable
the school to continue its registration with the Victorian Qualification and
Registration Authority (VRQA) which oversees the registrations and
qualifications of all schools – state and private, in Victoria.

Quote of the Week
“If you learn from your suffering, and really come to understand the lesson
you were taught, you might be able to help someone else who's now in the
phase you may have just completed. Maybe that's what it's all about after
all.”
Anonymous
Word of the Week

Stolid (adjective) not easily stirred or moved mentally; impassive

On August 30th the school will undertake field work for the day, during which time the reviewer and members of the
panel will have conversations with various groups from within the school. These focus groups will involve:
 Parents,
 Teachers new to the school,
 Teaching teams,
 Specialists teachers,
 Leadership Team members
 Student leaders,
 Groups of boys from Years 4 to 6 and
 Groups of girls from Years 4 to 6.
Our panel will be comprised of:
 The independent school reviewer, Olwen Horton,
 Senior Education Advisor, Mark Flack,
 Principal colleague challenge partners: Lena Clark from Donvale Primary School and Marianne Lee from
Koonung Secondary College,
 School Council President Lisa Lavery and
 Assistant Principals: Jacqueline Clement and Tanya Burton
The third and final day of the review will take place on Monday 9th of September. The panel will complete fieldwork,
then convene to share and discuss findings. In the afternoon, the panel will develop directions for the next 4 year
School Strategic Plan including goals and key improvement strategies. There will also be a meeting to discuss the
findings of the Minimum Standards Assessment (VRQA).
After the final review day the reviewer will develop a report reflecting the panel’s views. The report will be
presented to school council by the reviewer.
The final step in the process will be to develop the next 4 year School Strategic plan for endorsement by the end of
2019.
Ashley Ryan
Principal

Assembly
Junior School assembly will be taking place this week. Assembly starts at 2:40pm in the hall. All welcome to attend.

Play is the Way Award Winners
3M:
3MC:
3S:
3H:
4A:
4S:
4B:
4W:
5P:
5O:
6E:
6W:

Natasha & Samuel
Natalie & Janae
Jonathan& Hanah
Noah & Leon
Miah
Surena & Machi
Aidan
Marcus
Josiah & Spencer
Ewan
Ronit & Andrea
Lee & Neena

Art:
Mandarin:
Choir:
Science:
P.E.:

Mishah (3M)
Miah (4A)
Illaria (4B)
Sam
Mikhael (6E)

Golden Platypus:
Active Travel:
House Award:

3M
3M
Adventure

Parent Opinion Survey
If your family received an email inviting you to participate in the Parent Opinion Survey, please take the time to
complete this by Sunday.
Thanks to those that have already completed the survey.

Battery Recycling
Your kids might’ve told you that there are some bins living in their classroom. These bins are from Battery World! In
them, you can place all the batteries you own that don’t work anymore. Clock batteries, watch batteries, phone
batteries, and any other battery if they fit. If you do bring any larger batteries like laptop batteries then you can
bring them to the front office and they’ll do the rest. Battery World’s purpose for giving us these bins is so we can
start recycling batteries instead of letting them land in landfill. Many batteries contain lithium, which when exposed
to water, catches on fire or explodes & if it catches on fire you can’t put it out. So, if you don’t want fires in landfill
which cannot be put out, then you should ask your kids to put batteries into these battery bins.
Thank you
The Grade 6 Environment Team 

School Sports Australia Swimming
Xander recently represented Victoria in the SSA swimming championship.
He earned a bronze for his time of 29.6s in 50m Freestyle and a silver for
the mixed medley relay. Congratulations Xander and good luck for the next
level of competition!

Music Uniforms – orders asap please
All students in senior choir and band will need a music uniform for the production performance. Order forms are
attached and can be obtained from the office. Please get orders in asap as we only keep limited quantities on hand
and may need to order more.
Students in junior choir do not require a music uniform.

Final Parent Payment now due
All outstanding fees are due in August. Payment can be made via




Cash or Cheque
Direct Deposit to BSB: 063 210 Account: 10022649 (Please quote student name as reference)
BPAY. These details can be found on your invoice or by contacting the office on 9848 4996

Entertainment Books
Entertainment Books for 2019/2020 are now available. We have a sample book in the office if you’d like to see
what’s available. Books can be ordered via www.entbook.com.au/1890w64
See the flyer in our Community News for more information.

Recycling Oral Care Waste 2019
In an effort to look after our planet and environment, our school is again participating in the recycling program run
by Colgate, Chemist Warehouse and TerraCycle called the 'Colgate Community Garden Challenge'.
We are currently in second place out of all schools participating in Australia!
There are five community garden sets up for grabs, each worth over $7,000! Each community garden set includes:
 Three garden beds
 Two custom-made benches
 One rubbish bin
 One paddle sign
 One $500 Bunnings Warehouse gift voucher to buy gardening supplies
Collect oral care waste such as toothpaste tubes, toothbrushes, floss packets and containers, toothbrushes
packaging etc. The recycling box is located at the school office.
Every piece of oral care waste collected will count towards our total Garden Points. The more waste we collect as a
school community, the more chances we have to win!
You can also increase our points by voting online for our school at:
https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/brigades/colgategarden

